
&EPA
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 1 • SITE INFORMATION AND ASSESSMENT

I. IDENTIFICATtON

01 STATE

IND
02 STTE NUMBER

040284887

H. SITE NAME AND LOCATION

01 SITE NAME tiff*

Essex Group, Inc. (United Technologies

02 SIHttl. HOUn NO . Of) SPEC4FC LOCATION DENTTFER

Morrow Ave. and Indiana st
03 CITY

Topeka

04STATE

IN

OSaPCOOE

46571

OeCOUNTY

. La Grange

07 COUNTY 06 CONG
CODE
87

nsr
4

08 COORDINATES LATITUDE

85° 32' 17" N
LONGfTUDE

4 1° 32' 25". W Quad 36
1 0 OWE CTONS TO STTE

At the corner of Morrow Ave. and Indiana Street (Indiana runs East-West) on the
west side of Topeka.

W. RESPONSIBLE PARTIES

01 OWNER It mown)

Essex Group, Inc.

0? STREET I*.

5200 Auto Club Drive
03 CITY

Dearborn
04 STATE

MI

05BPCOOE

48126

Ofl TELEPHONE NUMBER

B 1 3 > 593-9055
07 OPERATOR f» mow «w

Tony Kolakowski (manaer)

06 STREET fil

P.O. Box 428
09CIT-

Topeka

10STATI

IN

112FCODE

46571

12 TELEPHONE NUMBER

219)593-2156
1 3 TYPE Of OWNERS/* <C»fc' on.,

K A. PRIVATE D B FEDERAL

C f OTHER

C C STATE DO COUNTY C E MUNJOPAL

C G UNKNOWN

14 OWNER OPERATOR NOTIFICATION C*i FILE fO»c< «i~.

C A RCRA3001 DATE RECEIVED ^ B UNCONTROLLED WASTE StTExxxajuMc, DC. NONE

IV. CHARACTERIZATION OF POTENTIAL HAZARD

01 ON SiTE KS^ECTO,

X YES DATE 10 /24 / 8S
MONTH DAY YIAR

D A EPA C B EPA CONTRACTOR AD C. STATE

D E LOCAL HEALTH OFFICIAL D F. OTHER

D D. OTHER CONTRACTOR

CONTRACTOR NAME(S)

01 STTE STATUS iCoKtoM.

D A ACTIVE £ 6 KACTTVE D C UNKNOWN

O3 YEARS OF OPERATION

1Q7S 1 1QRS D UNKNOWN

04 DESCnPTON OF SUBSTANCES POSSI&.Y PRESENT, KNOWN OR ALLEGED

Solvents (Ignitable/f lammable)
EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

OS DeSCRPTlON Of POTENTIAL HAZARD TO CNVIRONMENT ANDOR POPULATION

Exposure through air and water can cuase a hazard at certain levels.

297965

V. PRIORITY ASSESSMENT

DA UGH OB MEDIUM LOW DO NONE

VL MFOAMATION AVAILABLE FROM

01 CONTACT

Harry E. Atkinson Indiana State Board of 243-514
04 PERSON R£ SCONSMLE FOM ASSESSUCMT

Julie Haxton

OSAOCMCY

TSRH LPC

'7 TELEPHONE NUMBER

617)243-5132
0»D*TI

2 , 26 86
MWTH DAT YtVI



&EPA
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

PftEUMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 2 - WASTE INFORMATION

L OENTnCATXM

OlST»t

IND
ia sm IXMBCR
040284887

41. WASTE STATES, QUANTITIES, AND CHARACTERISTICS

01 PHYSICAL STATES tCnKt**~me+t

LJ A SOLX) !_, E SLUBRY
LJ B POWDER. FKES 5{ F DODO
1 . c SLUDGE : 6 GAS

i O OTHER

rSp*c*«

III. WASTE TYPE

CATEGORY

SLU

OLW

SOL

PSO

OCC

IOC

ACD

BAS

MES

02 WASTE QUANTITY AT SITE

m*vt» imfi im w

TOMS

»iOnrnni«« *-*.

03 WASTE CHARACTERISTICS iCJWci M m* wvr'

^_ A TOXC !.. E SOLUBLE . 1 *•»» Y WLATM
X- B CORROSIVE V- T »<FECTKXJS _ J EXPV.OJSWE
L C RAOtOACTrVE A_ G FLAMMABLE . * "EACTwe
: 0 PERSISTENT A . H lONITAJBU J. •̂ XMf̂ 'OLt

U NOT J^̂ JCABLE

SUSSTANCE NAME

SLUDGE

OILY WASTE

SOLVENTS

PESTICIDES

OTHER ORGANIC CHEMICALS

INORGANIC CHEMICALS
ACIDS

BASES

HEAVY METALS

01 GROSS AMOUNT

12

02 UNIT OF MEASURE 03 COMMENTS

55 gal drv.ms actually has 22 barrels but
10 of these were new and hadn't been

used. The barrels containpd waste
oils and flanrnable liquids which mav
have had virgin materials mixed in.
Taken by Ashland
(See attachments A & B)

IV. HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCES rsMAoMK>,to,m«WMnr>c»oc<5>ww>.

C" CATEGOR*

SOL
SOL

OLW
OCC
IOC
OCC

32 SUBSTANCE NAME

Waste MEK
Acetone
Toluol
Chlorothene VG

Lub Oils

Phenols

Cyanides

PCB's

03CASNUM8E»

78_q^_^

67-64-1

108-95-2
151 50 R

mfi ?ft T

01 STORAGE 'DISPOSAL M6 THOO

RprrplG

Barrels

Barrels
Barrels

Barrels

Barrels
Rarrplc

Rar-rAls

OSCON«N~U^OK WNO îff-Ow

;

';

25.0 me /I
10 mg/1

5 me./l

—-

V. FEEDSTOCKS S## *«>•«•» ** CAS fvumo***;

CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME

FOS Toluene
FDS

FDS

FDS

VI. SOURCES OF INFORMATION '«•»•

02 CAS NUMBER

108-88-3

CATEGORY 01 FEEDSTOCK NAME

FDS

FDS

FOS

FDS

*«.«**»...„ — ». u**.***.̂ ,.,

02 CAS NUMBER

State Files - Site Docket

James Boggs, Environmental Coordinator, Essex Group- (313) 593-9055

EPAFOM*2070-12 |741)



c/EFA
POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE

PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT
PART 3 • DESCRIPTION Of HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

I IDENTIFICATION
01 STATE

IND
02 SITE NUMBER

040284887

B. HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

01 ^ A GHOUNDWATER CONTAMINATION
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED . 1,216

02 D OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

£ POTENTIAL D ALLEGED

Topeka water company serves 870. It gets its water from two wells which are
within a 3 mile radius of the site. Residential wells in the area are fairly
shallow. (See Well Logs, attached)
OlXl B SURFACE WATER CONTAMINATION £7
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED ° '

02 D OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

POTENTIAL D ALLEGED

The marsh area may be prone to ponding and may have a seasonally high water
table.

Ot ~ C CONTAMINATION OF HPi
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

02 u OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE DESCRSTION

n POTENTIAL D ALLEGED

02%'OBSERVFnfDATF 10/24/85T
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

01 J D FW£ EXPLOSIVE CONDITIONS 434.4
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

LJ POTENTIAL C ALLEGED

The barrels contained flammable liquids. The plant did not have "no smoking"
signs posted.

C-A E DBECT CONTACT

C3 PO^JLATON POTENT.A.LJ.T AFFECTED
02 _
04 VE DESCRIPTION

. I ^(POTENTIAL J ALLEGED

Any of the employees could potentially have been exposed to the hazard. Since
security was not a noted problem the risk to the general public outside the plant
would be minimal.

C' yF COS" AMINATIQN OF SOIL ^ ,
03 /WE.APOTENTIALLY AFFECTED •^•^

02 - OBSERVED (DATE . I 2 POTENTIAL Z AUiGED

The plant covers 2.4 acres.
Property.

O4 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

The barrel storage area is on the west end of the

01 - G DRUWNG WATER CONTAMINATION
03 POPULATON POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 1,216

02 LI OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE D£SCRS>T1ON

) tX POTENTIAL tJ ALLEGED

The municipal water supply comes from wells which are within a three mile radius
of the site.

Oi "_ H WDRKER EW>OSU*I£,»«JURY

03 WORKERS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED 3DQ
02 G OBSERVED (DATE

04 NARRATIVE DESCnpTON
POTENTIAL C ALLEGED

When in full operation the plant employed approximately 300 workers according
to Mr. Boggs. 8

OlX-1 POPULATION EXPOSURE'»UURY -apipi
03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

O2 D OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE DESCWnON

1 POTENTIAL LJ ALLEGED
UO rx»-umnu«KUiti»iiAU.T*Ff-tUIED O4 NARRATIVE DESCRrTON

All employees had access and could potentially have been exposed or in lured
by the wastes.

EPA FOAM *o r»' 2 (7 -e 11



POTENTIAL HAZARDOUS WASTE SITE
PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT

?AAT 3 • DESCRIPTION OF HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS AND INCIDENTS

t oemncATio*
»1 STATl

IND
02 STE

040284887

i. HAZARDOUS COMXTOttS AND MCDENTS

Ol 5 J DAMAGE TO FLORA
04 NARRATIVE DESCHFTION

The site is located next to a

02 G OBSERVED (GATE.. AUEGEB

swampy area which can support an abundance of
orotective cover and seed bearing woody shrubs. This provides a good habitat for wildlife.

A number of the allppprl hay^n-Hons wastp nrpspnt are tnyir tn plant l i fp at rprtpnn
01 Ofc DAMAGE TO FAUNA
04 NARRATIVE DESCfVTON c

02 C OBSERVED (DATE ^POTENTIAL G AixEGED

The permissible concentration in water for toluene to protect fresh water aquatic life is 17,500 mg
on an acute toxicity bases. To protect saltwater life-6,300 mg le on toxicity and chronic basis
respectively. Other substances such as cyanides can also be toxic.

le

01 d(L CONTAMINATION OF FOOD CHAM
04 NARRATIVE DESCWT1ON

02 O OBSERVED (DATE i POTENTIAL I ALLEGED

If the chemicals are taken up by plant roots they can become concentrated
and passed on to herbivorous animals.

01 Q{M UNSTABLE CONTAINMENT OF WASTES
/&>•* ima tuftang JquA «•*»!( Ontnst

03 POPULATION POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

02 g OBSERVED (DATE

04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

10/24/85 ; POTENTIAL C ALLEGED

During RCRA inspection Roy Harbert found oily areas along the concrete and drum
were set on pallets on the soil.

01 ~ N DAMAGE TO OFFSTTE PROPERTY
04 NARRATIVE DESCWPTON

02 C OBSERVED (DATE C POTENTIAL

01 C O CONTAMINATION OF SEWERS STORM DRAINS. WWTPs 02 Z OBSERVED (DATE
04 NARRATIVE OESCRS'TION

.) C POTENTIAL

01 d P ILLEGAL-UNAUTHORIZED DUMPING
04 NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

02 3 OBSERVED (DATE . I c POTENTIAL c ALLEGED

05 DESCRIPTION OF ANY OTKR KNOWN. POTENTIAL. OP ALLEGED HAZARDS

•I TOTAL POPULATION POTEMTUU.Y AFFECTED: i . 21 b

IV. COMMENTS

United Technologies was closed in 1985 and the 12 barrels of wastes were disposed of by Chemical Wa
Management, there are a few employees still employed at the plant. Prior to 1975 the site was owne
Land Liberty Homes, a trailer company. According to Ozzie Bultemeir the Lagrange Co. Health Dept.
has not recieved any complaints about the facility. Samples fmm fhP rinins »

3te
by

ed
V. SOURCES OF 9fOftttATVM ,

to determine their contents .

State Files (RCRA and ERRIS)
James Boggs, Essex Group (313) 593-9055
Well Logs (DNR) Roy Harbert (243-5108)

Lagrange Co. Soil Survey


